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ÅPre-session survey 

ÅWhat is PubMed? 

ÅPubMed v MEDLINE (Ovid & other interfaces) 

ÅCustomisation within MyNCBI 

ÅSearching on PubMed 

ÅCommon Filters 

ÅAdvanced search 

ÅField Tags 

ÅMedical Subject Headings [MesH] 

ÅLinkOut resources 

ÅCommon linking issues  (Ovid & Clinical Key) 

 



Why is it important for NHS librarians to know 
about PubMed? 

 

ÅIt is used extensively by doctors 

ÅIt is easily accessible & easy to use 

ÅIt has links to full text 

ÅIt has an increasing number of free Apps for mobile 
access 

ÅCrawled by Google 

ÅUsed by other products for Cross Linking 





 

 

What is PubMed? 



a95[Lb9 ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƻǇŜέ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ  

Pre-MEDLINE records added before being 
indexed in MEDLINE  

Old MEDLINE  



PubMed 

PMC ς PubMed Central Full Text Repository 

  



PubMed comprises over 26 million citations for biomedical literature from 
MEDLINE, life science journals, and online books. PubMed citations and 
abstracts include the fields of biomedicine and health, covering portions 
of the life sciences, behavioral sciences, chemical sciences, and 
bioengineering. PubMed also provides access to additional relevant web 
sites and links to the other NCBI molecular biology resources. 
 
PubMed is a free resource that is developed and maintained by the 
National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), at the U.S. National 
Library of Medicine (NLM), located at the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH). 
 
Publishers of journals can submit their citations to NCBI and then provide 
access to the full-text of articles at journal web sites using LinkOut. 
 



Some comparison search results with MEDLINE via OVID 

 

 









Searching on PubMed: assumed knowledge 
 

ÅBoolean Operators (AND OR NOT) 

ÅMEDLINE 

ÅTruncation & Wildcards 

ÅKnowledge of field searching 

ÅBasic understanding of MeSH 
ïWhat is MeSH 

ïExploding terms 

ïSubheadings 



Set up a MyNCBI account 
 

ÅAllows you to Save a search 

ÅSet-up alerts 

ÅHighlight search terms 

ÅSet-up Custom Filters 

 

 

 









Auto suggest from the PubMed Index 




















