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Agreed Priorities for Health Offer 
• Children’s health offer 

development  
Healthy living and oral health
Reading Well 

• Partnership development
Public Health England
Health Education England

• Fundraising
• Refresh of online training
• Development of loneliness strand

Freemium library Reading Friends offer

• Advocacy materials including:
Infographic template
Loneliness infographic



Wider Children’s Health Offer 
Developments  

• Reading Agency/ASCEL research 
into children’s health offer 
opportunities

• Research report 
recommendations 
• Development of health information 

and support focused on mental 
health and wellbeing 

• Activities and events promoting 
healthy living and oral health 

• Building partnerships

• Launch of Growing Well toolkit
• New Reading Well list 



Reading Well Books on Prescription

• New and children and families 
scheme (5-11 years)

• Supporting health partnership 
framework

• Co-produced with children and 
families

• Launch 2019



Targeted Health Conditions

• Adult and young 

people’s mental 

health

• Dementia 

• Long term conditions

http://reading-well.org.uk/books/books-on-prescription/dementia
http://reading-well.org.uk/books/books-on-prescription/young-people-mental-health
http://reading-well.org.uk/books/books-on-prescription/long-term-conditions


Developing Reading Well 

Mapping of 
need, current 

provision, 
policy and key 
public health 

priorities

Stakeholder 
consultation of 
mapping and  
prospective 

development 
plans

Health experts 
roundtable 

Book selection 
panel to curate 

book list 

Co-production 
programme 
with people 
with lived 

experience 

Endorsement 
from leading 

health 
partners and 

libraries



Reading Well National Evidence

• 931,000 people 
• 2 million books 
• Independent 

evaluation and 
academic research

• Positive feedback on 
the scheme and the 
value of libraries’ 
health role



2017/18 user impact of Reading Well 
Dementia
• 100% found the scheme helpful
• 87% said it increased understanding
• 61% said it helped them cope better 

• Young people
• 90% would recommend the scheme 
• 81% said it helped them cope better
• 70% said it helped to boost their confidence 

Long term conditions 
• 100% found the scheme helpful
• 94% were more confident about managing their 

symptoms
• 88% said it helped their symptoms reduce



Further impact

• 2017/18 evaluation report 
and infographic

• 89% of prescribers surveyed 
felt the scheme helped 
people to better 
understand their condition 

• More information here: 
reading-
well.org.uk/resources/3129

reading-well.org.uk/resources/3129


Partnerships



New Partnerships
Public Health England 
• Every Mind Matters national library 

partnership 
• Regional pilot and national launch
• Signposting, free resources and training
• Future partnerships
Health Education England
• Collaboration on Health Information 

week
• Joint training
Other ;CC4C, RSPH, Royal College of GPs 





• Reading Friends - Big Lottery 
funded reading befriending 
programme for isolated older 
people

• Pilot sites in England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland

• Pilot phase 2018, rollout 2019
• Volunteer driven
• Key role for libraries leading 

projects, providing content, 
supporting partnerships

Reading Friends  



Reading Friends Partners





Reading Friends: Next Steps
• LGBTQ pilot project in 

Islington

• Pilot library rollout of the 
programme using freemium 
subscription model 

• Testing new models e.g. 
home library services

• Exploring local 
commissioning and funding 
op



Other Areas of work

• Fundraising 

• Refresh of online training

• Digital resource development 

• Advocacy tools
• Customisable health offer template

• Loneliness infographic

• Commissioning toolkit

• Social prescribing offer  
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